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Q. How do you think research in biology has changed 
over the years?
A. Too much. There is too much data without 
interpretation. Undigested....it has to be resolved. 
That’s a problem we have to face. It is not as easy as a 
simple measurement. It is harder to think than to do. 

Q. What do you think is the direction of research that 
young scientists should take?
A. I can’t tell. But you should identify a problem that 
is important - a big problem – which may not be solved 
directly. But you cannot get a big problem directly so 
you have to find an entry point and look at a smaller 
picture to begin with while keeping the big picture in 
mind. 

Q. Genes and genomes are being patented today. What 
do you think about it?
A. A patent is a monopoly given on the condition that you 
divulge the information and not keep it a secret. Today 
patents are simply used to exclude your competitors. 
Nothing is exclusive about the human genome. 
Sequences must be used for diagnostic purposes. 
Patenting sequences is not immoral, given what the 
world is today.

Q. What is your advice to the students who are entering 
research?
A. The most important thing for all scientists is to 
discover and ‘Tell the Truth’. That’s your business. 
The second thing is you’re the representative of all of 
humanity, not for a certain section of society. And you 
must stand up for all of humanity.

Self-education: Key for Research

Q. What was the inspiration for your  research career 
in biology?
A. Well, I have always been interested in nature and 
finding out how things work. And you can say that, that’s 
what I wanted to do and as far as I can think back, I 
wanted to be a scientist. So that’s the driving force. 
All the rest of it is a nuisance, like writing exams. Most 
schools and universities kill the interest...basically it is 
self-education where too many students do not have to 
go to too many courses to learn something. So, I feel it’s 
self-education that is the important thing, which allows 
you to be independent in every field.

Q. Who are the people who inspired you in this 
direction?
A. I have no inspiration. In short, there was not anybody 
whom I liked, but basically it was reading books. A book 
called ‘Science of Life’ tells about everything in three 
volumes. 

Voices Exclusive!

Deepti (MRDG), Kumudhini (MGMT), Madhurima 
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Voices is proud to present an exclusive interview 
with Prof. Sidney Brenner, Nobel Laureate.
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Madhurima Das (Editor-in-Chief)

Eyes looked out to the horizon
The gaze fixed on the moving clouds

The sprinkling sunshine marked the path
Feet trod the road they knew was fine 

The journey was well begun
The words were craftily written
Every thought found the pen

By motivation and sincerity we were driven 
Every fibre of our being

Yearned to be the writer within
To question the norm, yet draw the line
In capacity be the Institute ‘news-mine’ 
There is no looking back ever in style

Voices gallantly present the ‘The Final Mile’

The Final Mile

He is currently at the University of California, starting 
a new department that is a confluence of Computer 
Science and Management Science, called the Centre 
for Knowledge Information Systems and Management 
of Technology (KISMT). Prior to this, he had a stint at 
Berkeley and Stanford. He completed his PhD (1976-1981) 
from the Indian Institute of Science after graduating 
from the Indian Institute of Technology. This was on the 
insistence of his father who believed that the stringent 
and rigorous environment of the Institute would ensure 
an overall development. From here, he moved on to 
Harvard and MIT for his higher studies. 

Keynote Address by Prof. Sydney 
Brenner
Deepti Abbey (Student, MRDG), Mukta Deobagkar 
(Student, BioChem), Smrithi Murthy (Student, MRDG)

The fifth Keynote talk in the Centenary Conference was 
delivered by Nobel laureate Professor Sydney Brenner, 
whose contributions to molecular biology have been 
tremendous and widely recognized. He has a refreshing 
way of looking at everything.  He remarked that young 
scientists should be encouraged to pursue research 
in fundamental areas rather than being seduced by 
newer and seemingly fascinating terms like systems 
and synthetic biology. He firmly believes that these are 
forms of “low input, high throughput and no output” 
biology. Today the tools and techniques are available 
to sequence the entire human genome and reconstruct 
the past; yet intensive analysis is essential in order to 
garner information from this data. There is a deep need 
for theoretical scientists and for a “Forward Problem-
solving” approach.  

One needs to look at the world as a whole yet be 
aware that the interactions between the parts is just 
as important. He also emphasized that it is essential 
to make a correct and true estimate of any theory that 
one proposes and not allow personal bias to interfere. 
He also commented upon evolutionary strategies and 
consequences.

He summed it up with the remark, “Think big and stay 
small” as a good strategy for survival.

The Harmonious co-existence 
of Paradox 

Voices interviews Prof. Ram Akella, President AANA.

He walks through the crowds meeting his old friends, 
reliving those days of yore with a spirited enthusiasm 
that would be hard to match. He has big dreams for 
his alma mater; he goes misty eyed recalling his 
childhood on campus; the manner in which it influenced 
his growth as a researcher and the person that this 
place made him. For him, the Institute is his extended 
family. His twinkling smile cannot hide the pride he 
feels for the institution and his eagerness to give back 
to it in abundance. He is overwhelmed with all that is 
happening and has immense words of encouragement 
for the students for whom he is a fascinating alumnus. 
He is Prof. Ram Akella, University of California, and 
President, AANA (Alumni Association of North America).

Having spent his childhood amidst the campus greenery 
as his father, Dr. A.K.Rao was a Professor at the Aerospace 
Engineering; he reminisced about the 4.5 km walks 
and his stay at Bungalow 8. Every tree, every stone, 
every path seemed to sing a song to him, the song of 
belongingness. 

Prof. Ram Akella
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Masala, East Indian Sauted Vegetables with Herbs and 
South Indian Kali Mirch Rasam and Spicy Pickle. As if 
these were not enough, there were enticing desserts. 
It was not surprising to see the dining courtyard always 
brimming, irrespective of the auditorium being packed 
or not. No wonder, the organizers told Voices Team that 
they had organized the event as if it was a marriage 
within the family.  

The tone for the bridal party was set during the inaugural 
session, when Prof. Balakrishnan observed welcoming 
the dignitaries that everyone in the Institute had 
worked together as a close knit family as if preparing 
for a marriage. He further added that there was none to 
represent bridegroom’s side but everybody worked as if 
they were all in the bridal party, and that the Centenary 
Conference appeared to be a marriage of sorts. 

Aptly, the curtain raiser for the party was set in by Prof. 
P. Balaram during the inaugural itself, where he informed 
that since the Director is regarded as the custodian of 
the Institute, he felt as if he was the ‘father of the 
bride’. And he really was.

He feels that different educational institutions hone 
the students’ skills differently; in fact there is a 
difference in the culture. While some places are more 
competitive and aggressive, building the students for 
the rat race; he believes that the Institute focuses on 
modesty and sincerity, the yarn that binds this fabric 
to date. Over the years, the institute has retained its’ 
refreshing goodness and that has to also be tempered 
with an intellectual aggressiveness that will ensure the 
development of talented multidimensional individuals. 
Focus on leadership and entrepreneurship across 
disciplines will propel and sustain this movement. The 
perfect combination is a business like attitude with a 
hint of mellowness.

He notes how it is important to compete with self and 
have a questioning nature. He says that students should 
do research when they feel that it is fun, otherwise it 
could just be a waste of time for them. He also urges 
that research should be substantive and have an impact 
on the world and bring about a change. 

For the Institute, he feels that greater international 
collaboration and industry experience will ensure that 
it is on the top of the order and we will realize the 
Alumni aspiration of seeing IISc as one of the top five 
Research institutions in the world. He highlights the role 
of the Alumni in this regard in garnering intellectual and 
material support for the institute. 

He expresses how the harmonious coexistence of 
paradox is the identifying factor of IISc and closes with 
few words, “IISc is the best!”

The Bridal Party of the 
Institute.

H. S. Sudhira (Alumnus, CST/MGMT)

It was a gathering of the best of the best minds in 
the country. Most of them decorated high positions in 
their respective fields. They had assembled under the 
auspices of commemorating a hundred years of the 
Institution which had impacted their lives forever. The 
Institute was decked up as it was indeed the bride in its 
own right. 

The bridal party brought all IIScians, for the first time 
under one roof at the dining courtyard. Perhaps, this 
was the only occasion when all IIScians were together in 
large numbers having delectable lunches and dinners. 
The faculty responsible for the food arrangements, 
Dr. Abinandanan and Dr. Ranjinikanth, had carefully 
planned and executed them, guised under the theme 
of national integration. There was none who could not 
have been happier and tasting a variety of delicacies 
spanning the North Indian Fish Amritsari and Murg Mirch 

The genesis of Voices 
Bulletins.

Rupesh Nasre (Student, CSA)

08:30 Reach room 203 of Management Studies.
09:00 Attend Keynotes. Open the Voices stall.
10:00 Attend Panel Discussions. Shoot photos.
13:00 Lunch.
14:00 Run for parallel Divisional Workshops.
17:00 Take written notes to room 203. Start typing.
21:00 Dinner.
22:00 Play pranks with team mates.
23:00 Edit written articles. Select photos.
02:00 Start layout with Adobe InDesign.
05:00 Send InDesign file to the press. Sleep. Dream.
08:00 Get awakened by team mates.
08:30 Reach room 203 of Management Studies.
…
Here we go again.
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Voices Team

Walt Disney said, “If you can dream it, do it!”. However, 
the truth remains that it is the unflinching support of 
some people that helps you realize your dreams and 
reach your benchmarked goal. It could be some words 
of wisdom, some positive strokes or just some moments 
of patient listening!

One fine evening, Voices had dreamt many big things- A 
Centenary Special Magazine and Daily News Bulletins for 
the conference! The dream came true and how! We at 
Voices take this opportunity to thank all of them who 
made this possible.

We firstly thank Prof. P.Balaram, Director for his 
immense support and encouragement to let Voices 
have its say; and for contributing the foreword and 
the article. We thank Prof. N. Balakrishnan , Associate 
Director for all his words of advice and direction. We 
thank Prof. G.K.Ananthasuresh for being the sounding 
board to our first set of ideas. We thank Prof. Lawrence 
Jenkins and the Centenary Publications Committee for 

The Team

goading us to give our best to this venture. We thank 
Prof. K.R.Yogendra Simha, Chairman, Department of 
Management Studies for giving Voices a nest to build 
its dreams- 203 was our control room and actually our 
second home during the conference. Our heartfelt 
gratitude to the Archives and Publications Cell, for 
sharing with us the hidden treasures of the Institute. We 
thank Sudha at the Centenary office for always having 
an answer to all our questions and helping us with all 
the paperwork. 

We profusely thank Prof. Y. Narahari and Prof.V. Nagaraja 
for giving us wings to fly, bearing with our trivial 
clarifications and decibel raising demands. This would 
not be possible if not for the fact that they shared our 
enthusiasm and our sincerity.

We also thank the Volunteers who helped us with all 
Voices related work. Finally we thank all our readers 
for being the reason why “We raise our Voice and let 
ourselves be heard!”

Our heartfelt gratitude to many unnamed friends and 
well-wishers for being that little spark which guaranteed 
a glowing flame!
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