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Setting IISc Vision 2030

A nation’s tribute to an institution of rare success
Kumudhini Ravindra (Student, MGMT), 
Madhurima Das (Student, MGMT), 
K.Vasanta (Student, CSA)

The 14th morning, 11 am saw the presence of some 
distinguished guests at the J N Tata Auditorium. His 
Excellency Vice President of India Shri Mohammad 
Hamid Ansari released the commemorative Postage 
Stamps for the centenary celebration of IISc. In his own 
words he said, “A nation’s tribute to an institution of rare 
eminence.”
The event was attended by Shri Rameshwar Thakur, His 
Excellency the Governor of Karnataka; Shri V.S.Acharya, 
the Home Minister of Karnataka; Dr. K.Kasturirangan, the 
chairman IISc council; Prof. C.N.R.Rao, Chairman IISc 
committee; Shri M.P.Rajan, Chief Post Master General, 
Karnataka and Prof. Balaram, Director IISc.
The Vice President also delivered the Golden Jubilee 
Lecture. His speech highlighted the importance and 
excellence of IISc in the past hundred years and its duty 
for sustaining its work in the new century.
Here are excerpts of his speech. The goal of India is to be 
a knowledge society of ensuring access of knowledge to 
more and more people and IISc must remain the “Torch 
bearer” in this endeavor.

Even though much has been done in the past six decades 
to create an infrastructure for science and technology 
and endow it with the potential for advancement, it is 
still inadequate. The recent years are seeing a declining 
enrolment and an acute shortage of qualifi ed teachers 
in basic sciences, engineering, technology and medicine. 

This is indicated by the paucity of scientists, attracting 
young minds to the domain of science, the methodology 
of teaching science and the inadequate national 
performance in the area of innovation and patents.

The need of the hour is Capacity Building in science. In 
the words of Sri Mokshagundam Visvesvaraya: “To build 
a better nation, build better individuals and action not 
sentiment will be the determining factor.” He concluded 
by saying that scientists have a special responsibility 
and IISc needs to set the pace. As B.J.Marden wrote as 
early as in 1921, “Science has made civilization possible 
for mankind. It must now provide civilization with that 
authority the lack of which is causing such wastage of 
human energy today. Men of science alone have the 
power, they alone are above suspicion. 
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From Brain circulation to 
Cosmos…

Deepti Abbey (Student, MRDG), Madhusudan Hulgi 
(Student, CHEMENG), Vasanta K (Student, CSA), Vinay 
Shirhatti (Student, CEDT)

The second day of the centenary conference started 
with a keynote by Shri.S.Ramadorai, the CEO and MD 
of TCS. Cherishing the century gone by in the institute’s 
history, he sought effort to ensure steady progress from 
one generation to the next. He suggested that the ‘brain 
drain’ phenomenon has now transformed into a ‘brain 
circulation’ phenomenon wherein the knowledge pool 
and the intelligence is being continuously circulated 
across the world rather than being concentrated into 
some specifi c regions. 
The second keynote of the morning was presented by Prof. 
Subra Suresh, the Dean of Engineering and Ford Professor 
of Engineering at Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
He showed how the engineering problem statements had 
changed over the course of the last century and how 
the present day scenario demanded an increased effort 
towards an interdisplinary approach of engineering, 
which would lead us to the next wave of fundamental 
discoveries. Talking later to Voices, Prof. Subra Suresh 
said, “It is necessary to take research to higher levels by 
adopting problems from various disciplines. There must 
be an open culture amongst the scientists and individual 
efforts to make overall progress possible.”
The tour through the outer cosmos world from shining 
twinkling stars, galaxies, moons, various planets, 
spaceships, satellites and robotics was the theme of the 
keynote lecture delivered by the President of the Royal 
Society, Lord Martin Rees. He noted “High-throughput 
technology, huge satellites and telescopes have already 
given us a glimpses of the earth’s beginnings and what 
makes it a suitable planet for man to live on; yet an entire 
undiscovered world awaits us right here... a way to go 
on.”
The evening of 14th December saw Mr. Nandan Nilekani, 
Co-Chairman, Infosys Technologies India taking thoughts 
out of his recently published book, ‘Imagining India: 
Ideas for the new century’, to build the premise for his 
keynote talk. He deftly highlighted how in a country like 
India, that is democratic and argumentative in nature, 
the choices made today will affect its long term future. 

Erratum

It was wrongly mentioned in yesterday’s bulletin, ‘The 
alaap was followed by a jod in jhaptaal and jhala in 
teentaal, where he was joined by Pt. Yogesh Samsi on 
the tabla.’ Instead, Pt. Shivkumar Sharma started with 
an alaap followed by jod and jhala and Pt. Yogesh Samsi 
joined in with tabla for the compositions played thereafter. 
The mistake is  deeply regretted.

Madhurima Das, Editor-in-Chief

The focus of the verbal journeys were ‘the need of the 
hour’,
Energy, Education, Poverty, IT, World, COSMOS 
Were the themes that ruled all sessions in power.
Cutting edge research and knowledge the interdisciplinary 
way,
They say is the future in sunshine and hay!

They say it was a party like never seen before,
The ‘shamiana’ saw the IISc community and witnessed 
the colorful folklore.
We travelled the Deccans, the mustard fi elds, the Western 
Ghats and the banks of Hooghly!
The gourmet marathon was as sumptuous as a platter of 
dreams in curry.
The kulfi , jalebi, rasmalai and jamun made it a sweet 
little story.

On that note of sugar and honey,
We bring you Bulletin Three that is all thoughtful and 
sunny!

The third bulletin

Centenary T-shirts being sold at J N Tata Auditorium
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CPDM  Student wins international design competition
Voices News Service

Praveen Uchil of CPDM won an honorable award for the 
design competition organized by Marine Design Resource 
Alliance, USA (MDRA). The challenge was to create a 
novel, innovative boating concept to increase sales, 
cut costs, demonstrate social responsibility or heighten 
awareness of boating. The panel of design judges was 
lead by Jack Telnack, former head of corporate design for 
Ford Motor Company. The other winners of the contest 
include designers from other design schools such as Art 
centre College of Design CA, College of Creative Studies 
MI and Royal College of Art UK.
Praveen was always fascinated by beaches and sea 
creatures. He has taken the metaphor of an Oyster 
for developing a novel multipurpose boating concept. 
Praveen would like to dedicate this award to his brother, 
for his tremendous support and encouragement.
Praveen had the distinction of designing the Centenary 
T-shirt and IISc Centenary diary.

The seven inter-disciplinary workshops on topics like 
Complex Systems, Integrative Biology, Earth and 
Climate Sciences, Sustainable Technologies, micro and 
nano technologies took place at various venues in the 
afternoon. 

The Energy and Materials workshop saw a gamut of 
interesting presentations on the latest technologies like 
solar PV cells, Polymer election membrane, biofuels and 
so on. The speakers representing the global research 
community addressed critical issues in energy and its 
impact on human life. 

The Earth and Climate Sciences workshop had discussions 
on a broad spectrum of topics like the Indian tsunami 
warning system, climate changes, river dynamics and 
others. The workshop on Sustainable Technologies 
again saw a blend of speakers  talk about a wide variety 
of issues like water and sanitization in India, sparking 
scientifi c curiosity in rural children,  role of simulation 
modeling in energy conservation and innovation in IT & 
telecommunication for upliftment of rural areas. 

The six talks held during the session on Integrative Biology 
were on diverse facets  given by distinguished scientists 
from India and abroad. DNA topology during cross-overs, 
Apomixis, generating revenue from discoveries occurring 
during basic research, understanding neural networks 
that contribute to behaviour and brain disorders were 
some of the aspects explained. 

Complex Systems research with its emphasis on computer 
science, mathematics and biology has increasing 
relevance in solving interdisciplinary research problems. 

From PCO to Spectrometer

A coin operated PCO near an exhibition stall at 
J N Tata Auditorium

Inter-Disciplinary Workshops
Amit (CES), Arun R (CSA), Eshwaran (AERO), Kumudhini (MGMT), Madhusudan (CHEMENG), Smrithi (MRDG), Vinay (CEDT)

Mathematical modeling of the fragility of complex 
networks, temporal data mining and some other topics 
were dealt with. Intelligent Transportation Systems was 
another workshop where various techniques to alleviate 
traffi c and transportation problems were proposed and 
discussed in the session.
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Smrithi Murthy (Student, MRDG), Vinay Shirhatti (Student, 
CEDT)

The second day of the centenary conference concluded 
with an amazing performance by the IISc Music Club. 
It catered to the tastes of connoisseurs of all genres of 
music. 
The concert began with a pleasing invocation, followed 
by renditions in Carnatic music. The fi rst two pieces were 
instrumentals; the fi rst, a navaraga and the second, an 
elaboration in Saraswati. Thyagaraja’s words fl owed in 
the kriti, ‘Giri raja sutha’. The audience was bowled over 
and asked for encores.
Creative alaap in Baageshri soothed minds, and was 
followed by a composition in the same raaga. Rendered 
in vocals and on sarangi, a rajasthani song in Bhairavi 
lent the next captivating note.
The mood then changed to lighter forms of music. A 
ghazal extolled the beauty of dusk; the colours of which, 
had inspired the singer to compose it. 
Evergreen songs like Kahin door jab din dhal jaaye, Aa 
chalke tujhe, Jab koi baat brought back memories to the 
wiser section of the audience. Asman ke par shayad, Dil 
Chahta hai were well received.
‘Sound of Silence’ was a switch to another world of 
music. ‘Time of Life’ was heartily cheered; and so were 
‘Blowing in the Wind’ and ‘Wish you were here’. ‘Nothing 

Else Matters’ rocked. The concluding piece was a mix 
and match, where scores of instruments unifi ed to give a 
splendid harmony.
Students and alumni stayed seated until the end. It was 
heartening to see the delegates appreciate Indian classical 
music, especially those from abroad, who may not be 
accustomed to it. The performers were also honoured 
to have the director grace the occasion. One member 
of the audience expressed his astonishment at fi nding 
such a great pool of musical talent in a scientifi c research 
institute! Professor Mahadevan (MRDG, IISc), who had 
organized the event, expressed his pleasure and lauded 
the group for the wonderful show.

Notes melt, merge, amaze….tunes for all tastes

Rhythm IISc ka... Rhythmica

A stamp on history
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