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H.S. Sudhira (Alumnus, CST/MGMT)

On the auspices of Alumni events preceding the Centenary 
Conference, IISc, the Alumni Cell and the Centre for 
Sustainable Technologies (CST) organised a workshop on 
‘Technological Contributions of Academic Institutions to 
Rural Development’ on Friday. The workshop took place 
at Golden Jubilee Hall, ECE, IISc.
During the workshop, a common theme echoed by most 
speakers was the need for an ‘involved’ and ‘informed’ 
awareness for refocusing and renewing strategies for 
rural development. These were the key messages that 
emerged during the workshop.

S.K.Maini of Maini Group noted that the country has 
two faces: a ‘shining India’, which is rapidly urbanising 
and ‘Bharath’ that represents the largely illiterate 
rural countryside with inadequate access to water and 

sanitation. Earlier Mr. Rajan Varda, Moderator and 
Resource Person, UN Solution Exchange noted the need 
for leveraging ICT for development community. Solution 
Exchange, a forum was created aiming at bringing 
individuals and institutions to come together for driving 
the change (www.solutionexchange-un.net.in).
Prof. S. Mohan, Chairman of the Alumni Cell gave the 
opening remarks. Prof. Sudhakar Rao, Chairman, CST, 
spoke on the strides made by CST. Envisioning the need 
for a renewed focus on science and technology for rural 
areas in the country, Prof. AKN Reddy was instrumental 
in establishing the Centre for ASTRA more than three 
decades ago. Another institution that took birth a year 
later (1975) was a state level body for spearheading the 
dissemination and propagation of science and technology 
in Karnataka state – the Karnataka State Council for 
Science and Technology (KSCST).
  
Representing the NGOs, Mr. Vishwanath of Arghyam 
Foundation mentioned the initiatives taken up by 
them under Integrated Rural Water Management and 
Integrated Urban Water Management programmes.

Later, during the open discussions, an alumnus, Mr. 
Jagadish mentioned about the initiative that focus on 
ICT on education that aims at developing a state of art 
open system for education accessible to all across all 
age groups. The group ‘BalaBodhi’ is created on Google 
Groups for facilitating discussion and participation.  
Concluding the workshop, the former Chairmen of CST 
gave their individual perspectives for setting the direction 
for carrying out research by the Centre in addressing the 
needs of rural development. 
(For the full version, visit: http://www.iisc.ernet.in/voices)

PM delivers the inaugural speech on 3rd Dec at IISc.

Need of the hour for Rural Development: Involved and 
Informed Awareness 

‘Maini’ electric vehicle for the delegates.
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Early  Memories  of  IISc
Prof. P.Balaram (Director, IISc)

I entered the Institute for the fi rst time, almost thirty 
fi ve years ago, on a bright, sunny December morning. 
At that time the Institute was tucked away in a quiet 
corner of Bangalore; there was no imposing gate or sign 
to announce its presence. I was on my way to report 
for duty at the fi rst “permanent” job of my career. 
Permanence and a salary guaranteed by government, 
independent of performance, were prized in those days 
and may be desirable even today. I had little idea of 
what I wanted to do in research. I was a little under 25 
and blissfully ignorant of what was expected of me. The 
fi rst thing I did on entering the Institute was to ask for 
directions to the canteen. It seemed sensible to meet the 
department chairman, unaffected by the pangs of hunger. 
The fi rst person I met was a student, coincidentally from 
the department I was to join, who proved a capable 
guide. For the next thirty odd years, until I acquired the 
trappings of offi ce, the various tea and coffee houses on 
campus became a second home. It is over endless cups 
of tea that I learnt much of what I know, painlessly, by 
listening to friends who always seemed better informed. 
My fi rst encounter with the Director, Prof. Satish Dhawan 
happened a little over two years after my arrival. Getting 
appointments was not easy in those days. His room 
seemed forbidding and the aura of authority was evident. 
The second time I entered his room was when my fi rst 
student’s thesis had attracted the ire of disagreeable 
referees and Prof. Dhawan was trying to help me sort the 
matter out. This was a diffi cult moment and I recall asking 
him if he thought the episode would prove detrimental to 
my academic career. He was reassuring, citing the case 
of a senior professor whose students invariably submitted 
theses, which ran into trouble with examiners.
In my early years the Molecular Biophysics Unit, where I 
have always worked, was dominated by the presence of 
Prof. G.N. Ramachandran. His scientifi c reputation was 
formidable and his commitment to scientifi c research 
was total. He was unpredictable and inspiring; intuitive 
and intense. He had already demonstrated what was 
achievable with minimal facilities, setting an example 
that was easy to admire but diffi cult to follow. His stature 
separated him from his surroundings. I recall only one 
occasion when he visited the canteen with a few of us. 
This followed a complaint by him that we never invited 
him to join us on our frequent excursions to the café. A 
senior colleague mustered enough courage to invite him 
to accompany us. We trooped off, stiff and self conscious. 
A silence descended over the tables as we made our way. 
The coffee was drunk silently with many eyes on us. The 
experience was never repeated. Satish Dhawan and G.N. 
Ramachandran are men I can recall vividly; it is they and 
many others who went before and came afterwards, who 
have made the Institute what it is today.

Madhurima Das, Editor-in-Chief

The fi rst drop of rain,
The fi rst ray of sunlight,
The fi rst chirp of the bird,
The fi rst petal of the fl ower,
The fi rst day of college,
The fi rst moment of love,

The fi rst word of the line,
The fi rst line of the page,
The fi rst leaf of the bulletin,

The fi rst memory of this ambition,
The fi rst thought of this table,
The fi rst chronicle of this conference,

From baby steps to giant strides,
This fi rst has been really special!

So Raise your Voice! Let yourself be heard!

The fi rst bulletin

Rupesh (Student, CSA)

Dr. Sridevi Koneru, Cisco Systems, India Ltd., while 
addressing the IISc fraternity commented that, she expects 
that in 2010, the number of mobile users would be double 
the number of internet users. She was delivering the key 
note address on the workshop Wimax Technology and 
Application, organized by the alumni Cell. An interesting 
data point which shows scope for broadband is that, 
today, only 4.6% people have broadband access.
A professor asked, “We are facing diffi culties in deploying 
end to end solutions from Cisco”. The quick answer given 
to the question was “That’s why we have CCNAs (Cisco 
Certifi ed Network Administrators)”. The long answer was 
“It is not trivial, but it works”.
The keynote was followed by an invited talk by Dr. Sriram 
Viswanathan from Intel. He talked about the need for 
WiMAX, the technology underneath it which can give a 
peak up/downlink data rate of 300 Mbps, various issues 
involved with the deployment of the WiMAX technology 
in India. He expected YouTube videos and Facebook 
applications to be trivial applications in future.
Later, the panel constituting of Prof. N. Balakrishnan 
(IISc), Prof. K.V.S. Hari, Dr. C.S. Rao (Intel), Dr. Sriram 
Viswanathan (Intel) discussed about WiMax Technology 
and Application. It was moderated by Prof. H.S. 
Jamadagni. The discussion answered questions like who 
is paying fi nally for the technology use and what has 
happened over last 15 years in terms of the penetration 
of WiFi technology into small towns.

WiMAX Technology and 
Application
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Homecoming: Distinguished 
Alumni Awards

Rupesh (Student, CSA), Sudhira (Alumnus, CST/MGMT)

Following is the list of distinguished alumnus awardees 
for the Centenary Year, along with some interesting 
quotes from them.

Prof. N. Appaji Rao: The fl ame is still burning.
Dr. Mahtab S. Bamji: I expect that, next year, the number 
of women awardees is 50%.
Prof. G. Baskaran: Seeds planted here [in IISc] have 
taken me to great places.
Prof. S.K. Brahmachari: I had 0.3% less, but they admitted 
me in the institute -- I think, CSIR played a role there.
Prof. Inderjit Chopra: Students worked hard and I got all 
the recognition.
Dr. Kota Harinarayana: This institute made me develop a 
passion for synthesis.
Dr. Nikil Jayant: I look at the company [other awardees] 
I am in and I feel truly humbled.
Prof. S. S. Krishnamurthy: [My] Success is entirely due to 
my teachers.
Shri. Lakshmi Narayanan: could not attend the event.
Sanak Mishra: I have no doubt that IISc will have another 
wonderful century and many thereafter.
Prof. Y.V.R.K. Prasad: Institute is like an intellectual 
mountain.
Prof. E.S. Raja Gopal: I learnt much more from them [his 
students] than they did from me.
Prof. V. Rajaraman: In those days, you won’t get a degree 
unless you ‘built’ something -- you are an engineer.
Dr. B. Swaminatha Reddy: And you know what happens in 
Physics department when you don’t listen to professors.
Prof. M.A.L. Thathachar: He [Prof H N Ramachandra Rao] 
was a role model and had a lasting impression on our 
minds.
Prof. K. Venkatesan: The honour I value most is all due 
to them [my students].

Today’s Attraction: Book Release
Venue: J N Tata Auditorium

Time: 15:40 hrs

IISc Campus: A Botanist’s Delight
by K Sankara Rao
IISc Press | Rs. 1500

Prof. K Sankara Rao, Distinguished Fellow at the Centre 
for Ecological Sciences, has come out with a book entitled 
“IISc Campus: A Botanist’s Delight” alongwith Mr. H. S. 
Suresh and Mr. Dattaraj of CES. The book is a meticulously 
documented report with superb photographs of avenue 
trees along the Mahogany Marg, Gulmohar Marg and 
Niligiri Marg. The academic buildings are surrounded by 
a fascinating variety of trees, some native and others 
exotic brought from foreign lands.

Secret Lives
by Natasha Mhatre
IISc Press | Rs. 1500

The book is a collection of many beautiful and exciting 
photographs of campus wildlife by the award winning 
photographer, Natasha Mhatre, a PhD student who just 
graduated from the Centre for Ecological Sciences. But 
the photographs are only the beginning. The book is also 
a quick whistle-stop tour of many ideas in ecology and 
evolutionary biology. The book has chapters that read 
like a list of the bare necessities of life, ‘Habitat’, ‘Food’, 
‘Water’, ‘Sex’, ‘Babies’, etc. 

Both the books can be purchased at the J N Tata 
Auditorium after the release.
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Arun R (Student, CSA)

What does it take to organize an event of the 
Centenary’s magnitude successfully? The organization 
involves handling registration, fi nancial operations, 
accommodation, managing the traffi c and parking chaos, 
food organization, managing each session and so on. 
On top of that, there are various security issues where 
we have a host of high-profi le people such as the Vice-
President Hamid Ansari and former President APJ Abdul 
Kalam coming. All that the general public will see over 
the next few days is everything going on smoothly with 
a minimum of chaos (hopefully). Who is to be credited 
with that?
Well, the credit goes to the Centenary Committee, headed 
by Professor V.Nagaraj and Professor Y.Narahari, and 
a number of other professors who have been working 
round the clock for the past few months to make this 
event a success. Along with them is a team of over a 
hundred student volunteers who have worked willingly, 
keeping their course work, research work and egos 
aside. Egos have been mentioned because the higher 
authorized students often give orders to the volunteers 
and yet everyone obeys these calmly for the Centenary 
Conference’s cause. These students deserve a special 

mention because they are the only ones in the three 
thousand-odd student community who volunteered for 
the organizational work for the Centenary. All these are 
the people who will stay in the background for most of 
the time and yet deserve the maximum plaudits.
Vivek Chawda, a member of the Core Organizing 
Committee and a M.E. student said, “It does get stressful 
and tempers become frayed at times, but at the end 
of the day, it is all worth the effort”. Kudos to all the 
members of the Centenary Committee who have worked 
hard to make this once-in-a-lifetime event a success!
Some of the events to look out for during the four-day 
conference are keynote talks by S. Ramadorai (CEO, Tata 
Consulting Services), Subra Suresh (Dean of Engg, MIT), 
Sir Martin Rees (President, Royal Society), Nandan Nilekani 
(Co-Chairman, Infosys), Kiran Mazumdar Shaw (MD, 
Biocon), Arcot Ramachandran (Chairman, TERI), Sam 
Pitroda (Chairman, National Knowledge Commission), 
Nobel laureates, Sydney Brenner (Medicine, 2001) and 
Eric S. Maskin (Economics, 2007); a talk on ‘IISc: Past, 
Present and Future’ by Dr P. Balaram (director, IISc) 
and former directors; a number of panel discussions on 
various issues and a host of divisional and interdisciplinary 
workshops. Also, Vice-President Hamid Ansari will release 
two special stamps to commemorate the centenary year.

The Unsung Heroes

Build up to the Conference
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